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• World Heritage Convention UNESCO 1972, signed by190 states, protection of 

the world´s cultural and natural heritage 

• The World Heritage List: 936 World Heritage properties of which 183 are natural 

World Heritage properties 

• The List includes properties which are of „Outstanding Universal Value“ 

• The properties ideally belong to the common heritage of mankind, the states 

protect and manage these on behalf of the World Community 

• June 2009 the Dutch-German Wadden Sea was inscribed on the List, extended 

with the Hamburg Wadden Sea National Park in 2011 

• Danish Wadden Sea nomination in 2013? Complete Wadden Sea on the World 

Heritage List in 2014 

UNESCO World Heritage Convention 



Decision of the World Heritage Committee 2009 

• Inscription of the Dutch-German Wadden Sea in the UNESCO World 

Heritage List under criteria viii „Geomorphology“, ix „Ecological 

Processes“, and x „Biodiversity“ 

• Statement of Outstanding Universal Value - Basis for the future 

Protection and Management of the Wadden Sea 

• Extension with the Danish Wadden Sea to enhance integrity 

• The preparation and implementation of a Sustainable Tourism Strategy 

• Implementation of a Monitoring Programme to control invasive species 

associated with ballast water and aquaculture  

• Strengthen cooperation on management and research activities on the 

African Eurasian Flyways  



Satisfy the condition 

of integrity 

Adequate protection 

and management 

Criteria to assess 

global importance 

All three pillars of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) must be in place to 

meet the requirements of the World Heritage List 

Inscription on the World Heritage List 



Outstanding Universal 

Value (OUV) 

1. Criteria: 

Geology, ecological 

processes, biodiversity 

 

2. Integrity: 

10,000 km² represents all 

habitats, species and 

processes 

 

3. Appropriate Protection 

and Management 

National Parks, nature 

reserves, Wadden Sea Plan, 

Monitoring (TMAP) 

 

 



Wadden Sea World Heritage: Branding  



Wadden Sea World Heritage: Tourism and Recreation 
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Task Group  

Sustainable Tourism Strategy 

• EU Interreg IVB project PROWAD – “Protect and Prosper” 

• Total budget 1.3 Mio Euro 

• Ministries, National Park Agencies, WWF, Tourism and 

Marketing Organizations in NL, D, DK, 

• Development of a consistent sustainable tourism strategy for 

the entire Wadden Sea in a participatory approach (2012/13), 

• Implementation Action Plan (2013 – 2014). 



• Number of alien species 

continues to increase 

• Inventory neobiota, 

policy and management 

(2011) 

• Draft alien species 

strategy (2012) 

• Implementation appraisal 

• LIFE+ 2013? 

8 

Alien Species Strategy 



• German R&D project 

“International co-operation for 

protection of waterbirds along 

their flyways”  Sept 2011  - 

end 2013, budget €170,000 

lead Tim Dodman 

• Dutch Flyway project 

“Wadden Sea – West Africa: 

International monitoring 

framework”, budget €240,000, 

lead SOVON 
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Wadden Sea Flyway Initiative (WSFI) 



Statement OUV & Science - Criteria 

Statement of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) is the basis for the future 

Protection and Management of the Wadden Sea:  

Outstanding example of the large-scale development of an intricate and 

complex temperate climate sandy barrier coast under conditions of rising 

sea level. One of the best-studied coastal areas on the planet, providing 

lessons of wider scientific importance for wetland and coastal management 

of international importance 

Geological and geomorphologic features are closely entwined with biophysical 

processes and provide an invaluable record of the ongoing dynamic 

adaptation of coastal environments to global change 

Key site for migratory birds, sustain wildlife populations well beyond its 

borders. Biodiversity on a world scale is reliant on the Wadden Sea  



Statement OUV & Science - Integrity 

The boundaries of the property include all of the habitat types, features  

and processes that exemplify a natural and dynamic Wadden Sea  

but extension with Danish Wadden Sea would strengthen its integrity 

The property is surrounded by a significant population and contains human 

uses, the continued priority for the protection and conservation of the Wadden 

Sea is an important feature of the planning and regulation of use 

The property is subject to a comprehensive protection, management and 

monitoring regime which is supported by adequate human and financial 

resources. Human use and influences are well regulated with clear and 

agreed targets 



Statement OUV & Science – Protection & 

Management 

Maintaining the hydrological and ecological processes of the contiguous 

tidal flat system of the Wadden Sea is an overarching requirement for the 

protection and integrity of this property 

Research, monitoring and assessment …also require adequate resources to 

be provided. Maintenance of consultation and participatory approaches in 

planning and management of the property is needed to reinforce the support 

and commitment from local communities and NGOs to the conservation and 

management of the property 

The effective management of the property also needs to ensure an ecosystem 

approach that integrates the management of the existing protected areas with 

other key activities occurring in the property, including fisheries, shipping and 

tourism 



Wadden Sea World Heritage – Protection and 

Research 

1) A common responsibility for the protection and management of the 

Wadden Sea World Heritage 

2) A common approach to research in the Wadden Sea World Heritage is 

imperative, research must consider the whole property 

3) Research has a global dimension (research for the global community, 

“…..providing lessons of wider scientific importance…..”, “… adaptation 

of coastal environments to global change..”) 



Research for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 

1) The global Importance of the Wadden Sea World Heritage property 

2) The importance of the Integrity of the Wadden Sea World Heritage 

property  

3) The global Responsibility for the Protection of the Wadden Sea World 

Heritage property 

World Heritage – A new Dimension for Research and Protection 



1) The global importance of the Wadden Sea World Heritage 

 

• Understanding of the geological and ecological processes and 

adaptation to global change, e.g. in comparison both within the 

Wadden Sea and with other areas world wide 

 

• Understanding of the biodiversity (changes, drivers) and its 

importance on the global scale , e.g. in comparison with other areas 

along the flyway and world wide in relation to global change and 

neobiota   

World Heritage – A new Dimension for Research and Protection 

Research for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 



2) The importance of the integrity of the Wadden Sea 

 

• Which features determine the integrity (wholeness and intactness) 

of the Wadden Sea World Heritage and its attributes and 

processes? E.g. comparative analysis of the regional differences 

within the property 

 

• How do negative effects impact the integrity of the property? 

  

World Heritage – A new Dimension for Research and Protection 

Research for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 



3) Protection and Management 

 

• Enhance the effectiveness of management (e.g. methods of 

ecosystem assessment, maintenance of the hydrological and 

ecological processes, integrated monitoring and assessment) 

 

• World Heritage as a motor for socio-economic developments and 

sustainable human use (e.g. sustainable tourism development), 

and as regards a Wadden Sea identity and identification with the 

property  

World Heritage – A new Dimension for Research and Protection 

Research for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 



Support the establishment of a trilateral research platform preferably directly 

connected with existing national networks. The platform will elaborate a 

trilateral agenda for policy-relevant research in consultation with the Board, 

based upon the QSR analysis and the outcome of the scientific symposium, 

and initiate trilateral research projects, explore financing possibilities, and 

communicate the outcome with the Wadden Sea Board. 

Sylt Declaration 2010: 

Aware that an acceleration of global change entails unprecedented effects 

on the geomorphology and biodiversity of the Wadden Sea ecosystem, and 

that in order to be able to cope with these changes, a joint interdisciplinary 

research agenda for the protection of natural values and the development of 

sustainable use perspectives in a changing world is needed. 

Research for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 



1. Geosciences – geomorphological understanding 

2. Ecological interactions – natural gradients, regional 

trends, trilateral 

3. Comparative research Wadden Sea and tidal flats 

world-wide 

4. Cause and effects of climate change 

5. Comparative research into socio-economics in the 

Wadden Sea regions 

6. Economic activities and international planning 

7. Comparative research into policy and management 

 

Wadden Academy – “Towards a trilateral research agenda” (March 2010) 

Research for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 



Wadden Sea World Heritage - Summary 

Research has played a key role for the inscription of the Wadden Sea on 

the World Heritage – a great success story – and the research 

responsibility has been reinforced with the inscription 

Research for the Wadden Sea World Heritage has a global dimension and 

a responsibility for the whole of the property 

A joint (interdisciplinary) research agenda should be based upon the 

Statement of Outstanding Universal Value. Integrity as a measure of the 

wholeness and intactness of the system is a key concept  for such a 

research agenda  

The inscription of the Wadden Sea on the World Heritage List has been a 

great success. New perspectives for protection and management, 

research and sustainable development. A common responsibility – a 

common opportunity 



The Wadden Sea World Heritage research agenda need to be targeted and 

focussed in the sense of the World Heritage and there needs to be a clear 

(institutional) (infra)structure for the platform. Financing needs to be 

aligned. The Wadden Fund (NL) is a financing option 

This symposium should help us getting answers to what should be the 

contents of the research agenda and the platform taking account of the 

already existing WA research agenda.  

There are already a couple of good research projects (WaLTER) which 

constitute a good start for the development of a trilateral research agenda 

based on the Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

Wadden Sea World Heritage (the Statement of Outstanding Universal 

Value) provides a platform for research 

Wadden Sea World Heritage - Summary 




