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Is an existing natural 
landscape a problem for 
cultural landscapes?
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No!

But: There is a dispute whether the Wadden 
Sea is a natural or a cultural landscape.

Photo taken from Wikipedia

Theodor Storm 
(1817-1888)

There is more than 
the „Schimmelreiter“!

Poem Meeresstrand

1. The Wadden Sea of today is predominantly 
a natural landscape.

Some basic facts & pictures…

There is a dispute whether the Wadden Sea is a natural or a cultural 
landscape.
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The Wadden Sea
Among the most natural places in 
Western Europe

Very young and dynamic ecosystem, 
large intertidal, beautiful landscape

More than 10,000 km2 (4,500 are tidal 
flats)

400 km2 saltmarshes

10-12 million waterbirds from half the 
Arctic

40,000 harbour seals, 4,000 grey 
seals
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De Oost-Atlantische trekroute  
Beschermde vogels hebben beschermde wetlands nodig!

The East Atlantic Flyway  
Protected birds need protected wetlands!

Der Ostatlantische Zugweg 
Geschützte Vögel brauchen geschützte Feuchtgebiete!

Den Østatlantiske trækrute  
Beskyttede fugle kræver beskyttede vådområder!

Dunlin
Bonte Strandloper
Alpenstrandläufer
Almindelig Ryle

Pied Avocet
Kluut
Säbelschnäbler
Klyde

Red Knot
Kanoetstrandloper
Knutt
Islandsk Ryle 

Eurasian Oystercatcher
Scholekster
Austernfischer
Strandskade

Arctic Tern
Noordse Stern
Küstenseeschwalbe
Havterne

Bar-tailed Godwit
Rosse Grutto
Pfuhlschnepfe
Lille Kobbersneppe

Dark-bellied Brent Goose
Rotgans
Ringelgans
Knortegås

Grey Plover
Zilverplevier
Kiebitzregenpfeifer
Strandhjejle
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1. The Wadden Sea of today is predominantly a natural landscape.

2. The reason for the Wadden Sea still 
being very natural is that, in history, it 
has not been possible to fully transform 
it into a cultural landscape.

There is a dispute whether the Wadden Sea is a natural or a cultural 
landscape.

Wadden Sea 
behind dikes

Before 1963

After 1963

Wolff 1983, Ecology of the Wadden Sea
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2. The reason for the Wadden Sea still being very natural is that, in 
history, it has not been possible to fully transform it into a 
cultural landscape.

3. The Wadden Sea had to be saved in time: 
For > 30 years it has been protected for its 
unique nature and landscape, much of it 
as National Parks. Now inscribed even as 
natural World Heritage.

1. The Wadden Sea of today is predominantly a natural landscape.

There is a dispute whether the Wadden Sea is a natural or a cultural 
landscape.

100 years ago: some small islands protected for seabird 
colonies

Still major losses by embankments, larger protected areas

Danish-German-Dutch Cooperation on the Protection of the 
Wadden Sea beginning 1978

Last large scale embankments, new large reserves (e.g. 
National Parks) during the ’80s

Guiding Principle 1991: Natural processes to proceed in an 
undisturbed way

Joint Management Plan since 1997

World Heritage Site 2009-2014 (based on the „Outstanding 
Universal Value“)

Milestones in Protection

„The Guiding 
Principle of the 
trilateral Wadden 
Sea policy is to 
achieve, as far 
as possible, a 
natural and 
sustainable 
ecosystem in 
which natural 
processes 
proceed in an 
undisturbed way.“

Decision from Denmark, Germany and 
The Netherlands since 1991



A happy bird!
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3. The Wadden Sea had to be saved in time: For > 30 years it has 
been protected for its unique nature and landscape, much of it as 
National Parks. Now inscribed even as natural World Heritage.

4. There are also remarkable cultural 
landscapes in the Wadden Sea Region. 
Often they include great nature values.

2. The reason for the Wadden Sea still being very natural is that, in 
history, it has not been possible to fully transform it into a 
cultural landscape.

1. The Wadden Sea of today is predominantly a natural landscape.

There is a dispute whether the Wadden Sea is a natural or a cultural 
landscape.

Wadden Sea Region
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3. The Wadden Sea had to be saved in time: For > 30 years it has 
been protected for its unique nature and landscape, much of it as 
National Parks. Now inscribed even as natural World Heritage.

2. The reason for the Wadden Sea still being very natural is that, in 
history, it has not been possible to fully transform it into a 
cultural landscape.

1. The Wadden Sea of today is predominantly a natural landscape.

There is a dispute whether the Wadden Sea is a natural or a cultural 
landscape.

4. There are also remarkable cultural landscapes in the Wadden Sea 
Region. Often they include great nature values.

5. Joint Challenge: Climate Change. Would 
destroy natural and cultural landscapes. 
Action – climate protection & adaptation!

Climate protection
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Climate protection

Ameland
Pellworm

Juist

Climate adaptation

Thank you for your attention!Photo: H.-U. Rösner

2015

STUDIE

Naturschutz KlimawandelKüstenschutz

Klimaanpassung an weichen Küsten
Fallbeispiele aus Europa und den USA für das schleswig-holsteinische Wattenmeer

Climate adaptation



Climate adaptation

Drawings: Sabine Rabe / Studie Urbane Landschaften

Architecture competition 
for the Halligen

Polder 
landscape 

between 
Husum & 

Wadden Sea: 
3 scenarios

Scenario 1: „Open Landscape“

Important debate 
for the future of 
our coasts!

Scenario 2: „Hotel at the Dike“

Scenario 3: „Husum Hallig“

Drawings: Sabine Rabe / Studie Urbane Landschaften

1. The Wadden Sea is predominantly an extremely valuable 
natural landscape of global importance, protected, and inscribed 
as World Heritage Site. Something to be proud of.

2. The Wadden Sea Region is formed mainly by natural forces out-
side the dikes, & mainly by human forces on their landward side.

3. There are also extremely valuable cultural landscapes in the 
Wadden Sea Region. Often also home to high nature values.

4. The „Waddenland“ (± W.S.Region) should be seen as joining all 
of us, creating/supporting identity, cooperation, credible 
sustainable development, and credible protection in its core.

5. Climate change is the most important challenge for 
Waddenland, both for nature and culture: Region to become 
sustainable (energy production, energy use, land use) and to 
adapt by growing with the sea.

Take Home Message

wwf.de/watt
@RoesnerWWF

Thank you for 
your attention!
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