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FIVE CHARACTERISTICS/THEMES 

(Geographical, Demographical, Economical)

• INSULARITY (ISLANDS AND MAINLAND PENINSULAS)

• INDIVIDUALISM (NUCLEAR FAMILY)

• OVERPOPULATED (HIGH MOBILITY)

• MARGINALIZATION (ECONOMICAL & POLITICAL)

• DECENTRALIZED (PROLIFERATION OF SETTLEMENTS)







100 AD 



Waghenbrugghe/Wymbritseradiel



Kehdingen/Fivelingo



Alde Buorren - Sexbierum

http://www.friesfotoarchief.nl/atlantis?application=tha&database=tha&sessienummer=3f.7ad80000&entrypoint=thaned&aantal_per_pagina=10&service=object&templatename=item.htm&recordnumber=0&detailobject=<d|dbfr03:D:/atlantdb/atlantis.tha.db|36|0|1200f4|10000>
http://www.friesfotoarchief.nl/atlantis?application=tha&database=tha&sessienummer=3f.7ad80000&entrypoint=thaned&aantal_per_pagina=10&service=object&templatename=item.htm&recordnumber=0&detailobject=<d|dbfr03:D:/atlantdb/atlantis.tha.db|36|0|1200f4|10000>


Anjelierstraat - Harlingen



Weerklank Leeuwarden



Pieter van der Keere 1617 



Caartboek van 
Sappemeer, Jannes 
Tideman (1690/91)





















Some ‘dull’ figures:

• CONTRACTION IS MOST STRIKING ON THE DEMOGRAPHIC LEVEL

Fryslân, Groningen and Top of North-Holland

1815: 14,8 % of the population of the Netherlands 

2010: 8,0 % of the population of the Netherlands

Marsches: 

1815: 9,2% of the population of the Netherlands

2010: 3,7% of the population of the Netherlands



• The Dutch marsh-areas

• In 1815 housed 62% of the population of the Northern Netherlands (Friesland, 
Groningen, Drenthe). 

• In 2010 just 46%. 

• German marshes (based on 13 from 21 Küstensamtgemeinden in Lower
Saxony!)

• 1821 – 80.704    (= 3,6% of Northwest-Germany)

• 2010 – 203.702 (= 1,9 % of Northwest-Germany)





Thank you for your attention








