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Beyond the uninhabited Wadden Island 
Rottumeroog, on the border between the 
Netherlands and Germany, lies the 460 
km² Ems-Dollard estuary. The Dollard is 
actually a large embayment where the rivers 
Ems and Westerwoldse Aa flow into the 
Wadden Sea. It’s these rivers which make 
the Dollard so unique. They supply fresh 
water which gradually mixes with the salty 
Wadden Sea, forming a brackish water 
region. There are few areas nowadays where 
fresh and salt water gradually join. This is 
also one of the exceptional features of this 
wetland. The Dollard is the last large-scale 
brackish water tidal landscape of Europe 
and is one of the most important nurseries 
of the North Sea.
 
In the Ems-Dollard economic and 
industrial developments interact with 
nature and landscape, which may lead to 
conflicts between economic and ecological 
goals. This symposium will discuss the 
past, present and future of these aspects 
for understanding the historical track 
towards the current-day state of the Ems-
Dollard as a starting point for future 
planning, management and monitoring 
in order to foster a balanced economic 
- ecological development resulting in 
economic activities that do not harm the 
unique nature values of the UNESCO 
Worldheritage Wadden region.
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13.25 - 13.50  Present dr. Tanya Compton (NIOZ, the 
Netherlands) 

  Macrozoobenthos community of the 
Ems-Dollard - why is it as it is now

13.50 - 14.15  Future prof.dr. Mike Elliott (University 
of Hull, UK) and prof.dr. Victor de Jonge 
(University of Hull, UK)

  Assessing ecological quality in estuarine 
and coastal systems – functional 
perspective

14.15 - 14.35 Discussion with the audience
14.35 - 15.00 Coffee break

15.00 - 17.15  Theme 3: Management of the 
Ems-Dollard estuary

15.00 - 15.25  Past Monique van den Dungen 
(Groningen Seaports, the Netherlands) 

  Ten years impact monitoring in the Ems-
Dollard estuary - lessons learnt

15.25 - 15.50  Present prof.dr. Iris Vis (Rijksuniversiteit 
Groningen, the Netherlands)

  Port added value in regional development 
and sustainable logistics

15.50 - 16.15  Present dr. Tom Maris (Universiteit 
Antwerpen, Belgium)

  MONEOS, TIDE and the lessons for the 
Ems-Dollard estuary

16.15 - 16.40    Future Beatrice Claus (WWF Germany) 
 Masterplan Ems 2050
16.40 - 17.00 Discussion with the audience
17.00 - 17.15  prof.dr. Franciscus Colijn and prof.dr. 

Jouke van Dijk: Closing remarks first day
17.15 - 18.30 Drinks
18.30 - 20.30 Dinner

Location De Boegschroef
 Handelskade West 12-16 
 9934 AA  Delfzijl

Moderator  prof.dr. Franciscus Colijn, emeritus 
professor Institut für Küstenforschung, 
Helmholtz Zentrum Geesthacht, 
Germany

09.30 - 10.00 Welcome with coffee and tea
10.00 - 10.10  prof.dr. Jouke van Dijk, chair 

Waddenacademie: Opening and welcome 
10.10 - 10.30  prof.dr. Franciscus Colijn, moderator: 

Introduction    

10:30 - 12:05  Theme 1: Abiotic aspects of the 
Eems-Dollard estuary

10.30 - 10.55  Past dr. Gerald Herrling (MARUM, 
Center for Marine Environmental 
Sciences, University of Bremen, 
Germany)

  Historical development of the Ems-
Dollard estuary and reconstruction of the 
tidal regime prior to major human impacts

10.55 - 11.20  Present dr. Johannes Becherer (Leibnitz 
Institute for Baltic Sea Research, 
Germany)

  Estuarine circulation in the Wadden 
Sea: an important driver for sediment 
transport?

11.20 - 11.45  Future dr.ir. Martin Baptist 
(Waddenacademie, the Netherlands) 

  Monitoring the Ems-Dollard ecosystem - 
towards a common integrated monitoring 
program

11.45 - 12.05 Discussion with the audience
12.05 - 13.00 Lunch

13.00 - 14.35  Theme 2: Biotic aspects of the 
Ems-Dollard estuary 

13.00 - 13.25  Past prof.dr. Poul Holm (Trinity College 
Dublin, Ireland) 

  Marine historical ecology – informing the 
future by learning from the past

June 25 June 26

Excursion by sailing vessels Willem Jacob 
and De groene Eenvoud on the  
Ems-Dollard Estuary

Departure 09.00 from Delfzijl
Arrival 17.00 at Delfzijl
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