
How to secure the wadden heritage for coming generations?

 What is the role of the wadden heritage in the world?

With this much wider perspective in time and space,    
wadden research enters a new phase of scientific endeavor.

Karsten Reise, AWI-Sylt

The new status honors
the people determined to respect wadden nature,
educational services by NGOs and others,
trilateral nature protection and monitoring,
and 150 years of wadden science. 



Postglacial sea level rise in the North Sea
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Emergence of the Wadden Sea began with a slow rise in sea level 
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Cross-section of a wadden coast before  and after ~ 1m of sea level rise
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The Wadden Sea is not a museum
and needs its full range of habitats 
to remain dynamic



 universally outstanding natural values in geology, ecology, 
biodiversity and/or natural beauty,
 which are well protected, researched, managed, monitored 
and respected.

The Wadden Sea has joined a family of 43 UNESCO-World 
Heritage sites of marine coastal areas inscribed because of
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Secure the global role of the wadden Secure the global role of the wadden 
world heritageworld heritage

Largest coherent area of bare tidal flats in the world,   
with food for 10-12 mio birds.
Protection of this tidal area cannot succeed in isolation.
The advancing sea and extreme coastal flatness 
require ingenuous adjustments for the people, 
and a wide space for natural adaptations.
Trilateral wadden research should pursue very long term 
and global perspectives, and
identify the most valuable and vulnerable (and missing) 
elements to secure the wadden heritage.



Trilateral

to develop long term and global 
perspectives for the
Wadden Sea and related coasts

and to promote research and education on a 
world-wide scale. 
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