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Why study multilingualism?

3

SHUTTERSTOCK



The early life of a multilingual
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BBC/PATRICIA KUHL

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/magazine-22457798/newborns-participate-in-language-study


The early life of a multilingual
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 “To reject a child’s language in the school is to reject 

the child” (Cummins 2001, p. 19).

Photo: Wouter Hagens

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Wouterhagens


The early life of a multilingual
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Example taken from: http://www.theoryofmindinventory.com/task-battery/

http://www.theoryofmindinventory.com/task-battery/


Simon Task
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When you

see RED,

tap with

your right 

hand.

When you

see BLUE,

tap with

your left

hand.

Simon Task: easier for bi-/multilinguals

Easy:

Difficult:
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REDBLUEGREENBLACK

Name the colour of the ink!Stroop Task: easier for bi-/multilinguals

Easy:

RED & GREEN
Difficult:

BLUE & BLACK



Our languages are always “on”
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+

Marian & Spivey, 2003



The Monkey Business Illusion (Daniel J. Simons)
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Video taken from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY

Inattentional Blindness (Daniel J. Simons)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY


Inattentional Blindness (Daniel J. Simons)
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Video taken from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY


Multilingualism is everywhere
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Experiences change our brain
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TATIANA AYAZO/RD.COM SHUTTERSTOCK



Multilingualism as brain training
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 Use and/or exposure to various languages at the

same time eventually seems to become effortless

 In fact, active bilingualism or multilingualism can be

seen as braintraining

BLUE ≈
Nederlands

English
NederlandsNederlands

English



The life of the multilingual older adult
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Picture taken from: http://www.drjack.co.uk/2010/10/

http://www.drjack.co.uk/2010/10/


“THE MORE LANGUAGES YOU 

KNOW, THE MORE OF A 

PERSON YOU ARE.”


