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Why study multilingualism?

SHUTTERSTOCK



The early life of a multilingual

BBC/PATRICIA KUHL



https://www.bbc.com/news/av/magazine-22457798/newborns-participate-in-language-study

The early life of a multilingual

“To reject a child’s language in the school is to reject

the child”

Ine.fbelng. van uw kind
* spreken wij hier Nederlands! -
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Wouterhagens

The early life of a multilingual
.

k.

Where did Anthony put the book?
Where is the book now?
Where will Anthony look for the

Look, Anthony comes back to read book first?

some maore.

Example taken from: hitn:/ /www.iheoryofmindinventory.com /task-battery /



http://www.theoryofmindinventory.com/task-battery/

Simon Task: easier for bi-/multilinguals

Easy:

Difficult:




Stroop Task: easier for bi-/multilinguals
BER

RED & GREEN

fffffffff

BLUE & BLACK




Our languages are always “on”

Marian & Spivey, 2003



Inattentional Blindness

Count how many times

the players wearing
white pass the ball

Video taken from:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY

Inattentional Blindness

Let's rewind and

watch it again

Video taken from:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY

Multilingualism is everywhere

GazePlot

Media: Cellphone_02.avi

Time: 00:00:00.000 - 00:00:33.384
Participant fitter: All Participants

Number of participants included: 21/24 (87%)




Experiences change our brain
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Multilingualism as brain training
N

1 Use and/or exposure to various languages at the
same time eventually seems to become effortless

0 In fact, active bilingualism or multilingualism can be
seen as braintraining

Nederlands



The life of the multilingual older adult

Picture taken from:


http://www.drjack.co.uk/2010/10/

“THE MORE LANGUAGES YOU
KNOW, THE MORE OF A
PERSON YOU ARE.”



